October 24, 1960

Or. Detlevy Bronk

President

National Academy of Sciences
210) Constitution Avenus
washington 25, D.C.

Dear Doctor Bronk:

Milislav Demerec informs me you are still contesplating a study of
the sectiunal organizetion of the Academy. »s you krow, | have been
concerned over the rather archaic separation of Botany and Zoology,
and Its effects on the recognition and vigour of cell-orlanted biology -
genetics, blophysics, molecular biology. | em sorry te note that this
is suriousiy refiecied in the charectur of nominations tu the Acaceny,
and it, and the nation It serves, can only suffer in consequencs,

Br. bemerec anc | agree that we 300ouid postpone any prupdscls iur
the formaticn of o separste section on genetics until the indliceted
study Is made. One of the regrettabls arguments s how weak the
remaining sections wouild be In the event. | reallize how preoccupiea
you are witii otner weighty matters but hope you can give this your
attentiun In timely season.

> Yours sincersly,

Joshua Lederbterg
Professor of Genetics

cc: Or., Riker
Dr. Demerec



